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Religious Studies
Religious Studies - Undergraduate Study
Religious studies gives students the opportunity to investigate and reflect on the
world's religions in an objective, critical, and appreciative manner. Though there
is emphasis in religious studies on the wide variety of religious phenomena as
well as on the various methods in the study of religion, the aim is to help students
develop their own integrated understanding of the nature of religion and its role in
individual and social life.

Graduates of the religious studies program have knowledge of the religious
diversity in the United States and the world. They have the ability to interpret
religion empathetically and critically and to compare and contrast historical and
contemporary differences and similarities of religious systems. They understand
ways in which religion influences and is influenced by the historical, social, and
cultural contexts in which religious systems function. Graduates often pursue
careers in non-profit, community organizations; apply to professional schools or
graduate programs; or enter seminaries to prepare for ministry.

The program provides students with the following opportunities: to major or
minor in religious studies, to fulfill group requirements, to take religious studies
courses that are integrated into another major, to take religious studies courses as
electives, and to develop an interdisciplinary studies major. (See the professor in
charge of the religious studies program for advice.)

The major in religious studies seeks to provide both breadth and depth. Breadth
is provided through the exploration of the world's various religious traditions and
through exposure to a variety of theoretical approaches and methodologies in
the academic study of religion. Depth is achieved through specialized courses
in particular religious traditions and particular issues in the study of religions,
culminating in research seminars. The objective is to expose the student to
various components of the discipline of Religious Studies and by doing so develop
skills that are valuable in a number of careers and that provide the necessary
foundation for pursuing graduate studies.

Students who select Religious Studies as a major usually do so with an interest
in complementing another major.  An inherently interdisciplinary field, Religious
Studies is an ideal complement for another liberal arts major but can also
complement other fields, such as natural sciences, business, and education.

Students pursuing a major in religious studies must complete a minimum of 33
credits, including the following requirements:

Two introductory survey courses

RELIG 205 Introduction to World Religions 3

or RELIG 210 Religion in America

Two courses from Bible or Western Religions

RELIG 220 Introduction to the Bible

RELIG 242 History of Christianity: Beginnings to the Reformation

RELIG 243 History of Christianity: The Reformation to the Present

RELIG 280 Introduction to Catholicism

RELIG 321 Old Testament

RELIG 322 New Testament 3

RELIG 358 Introduction to Islam 3

One course from Asian Religions 3

RELIG 352 Religious Traditions of India

RELIG 453 Buddhism

One course from Religion, Culture and Society 3

RELIG 324 Christianity and Science

RELIG 334 African American Religious Experience

RELIG 336 Women and Religion

RELIG 342 Religion and U.S. Latino/a Literature

RELIG 360 Religious Ethics

RELIG 380 Catholic Social Thought

RELIG 384 Religion and Ecology

RELIG 439 Goddess Religions

RELIG 475 Seminar: Issues in the Study of Religion 3

One required course in Religious Studies theory and method

RELIG 485 Theory and Method in Religious Studies 3

Minimum of 12 credits of elective Religious Studies courses 12

Total Credits 33

The program offers a minor that may be earned by completing a total of 15 credits
in religious studies including either RELIG 205 Introduction to World Religions or
RELIG 210 Religion in America. Nine hours must be in courses at the 300 level or
above (no more than 3 hours of seminar and no more than 3 hours of independent
study).

Communication Proficiency requirement: The department requires a grade of C or
better in each of ENGL 150 Critical Thinking and Communication and ENGL 250
Written, Oral, Visual, and Electronic Composition (or ENGL 250H Written, Oral,
Visual, and Electronic Composition: Honors), and requires one 300 level course in
religious studies in which writing is evaluated as acceptable.

Students may choose to do a senior thesis under the supervision of a religious
studies faculty adviser. This option may earn 3-6 credits toward the completion of
the major.

Religious Studies - Graduate Study
Religious studies may be one of the three areas used for the interdisciplinary
graduate studies master's degree.


