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Sociology
Undergraduate Study in Sociology
The Department of Sociology offers course work leading to either a bachelor
of arts, bachelor of science, or a minor in sociology. Additionally, a bachelor
of science in Agricultur e & Society (http://www.soc.iastate.edu/undergrad/
agandsociety.html)  is offered. The department offers course work for
the Interdisciplinary Studies major and minor in Criminal Justice (http://
www.soc.iastate.edu/undergrad/criminaljustice.html) .

Graduates of all these programs will understand and demonstrate:

1. general knowledge of sociology

2. research methods in sociology

3. critical thinking skills

4. application of sociology to pressing social issues

5. sociological and professional values

6. information technology skills

7. communication skills

8. personal and career development

Graduates understand how social institutions, communities, and organizations
work and change; they can examine the causes and consequences of conformity,
deviance, and inequality. They can apply sociological understanding of human
behavior to practical work situations and everyday life. Graduates can read
critically, think independently, and communicate effectively about social issues
and social policy.

Sociology Major (College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences)
A major in sociology can serve as a liberal arts education; as preparation for
various positions in social service and related occupations in business and
industry; as background for professional education in such areas as law and
theology or as a basis for graduate professional training as a sociologist in
academic, government, business, and industrial settings.

University Requirements:

International Perspective 3

US Diversity 3

Total Credits 6

Communications:

ENGL 150 Critical Thinking and Communication 3

ENGL 250 Written, Oral, Visual, and Electronic Composition 3

LIB 160 Information Literacy 1

Total Credits 7

World Languages and Culture:

3 years H.S.

SPAN 097 Accelerated Spanish Review 0

2 semesters college 8

Total Credits 8

Departmental requirements for sociology majors include
the following supporting courses:

STAT 101 Principles of Statistics 3-4

or STAT 104 Introduction to Statistics

One of the following 3

ENGL 302 Business Communication

ENGL 309 Report and Proposal Writing

ENGL 314 Technical Communication

Total Credits 6-7

Majors must receive grades of C or better in ENGL 150 Critical Thinking and
Communication and ENGL 250 Written, Oral, Visual, and Electronic Composition,
and a grade of C or better in either ENGL 302 Business Communication  or
 ENGL 309 Report and Proposal Writing or ENGL 314 Technical Communication.
Programs leading to a bachelor of arts degree will emphasize additional
coursework in groups I and III of the general education requirements. Programs

leading to a bachelor of science degree will emphasize additional coursework in
groups IIA of the general education requirements. Some of the possible fields of
concentration are criminal justice, community (urban and rural) sociology, family
sociology, sociology of work, research methods and statistics, social change
and development, complex organizations, human population and ecology, social
inequality, social psychology, and sociological theory.

A program of study that meets the needs and interests of
the student and department requirements will be developed
in consultation with the major adviser.  Programs of study
will include:

SOC 115 Orientation to Sociology 1

SOC 134 Introduction to Sociology 3

SOC 302 Research Methods for the Social Sciences 3

SOC 401 Contemporary Sociological Theories 3

6 credits of 200+ Sociology courses 6

18 credits of 300+ Sociology courses 18

Total Credits 34

In addition to the program of study above, students must select complementary
courses that will lead to a bachelor of arts or bachelor of science degree.

Bachelor of Arts supporting coursework
9 additional arts and humanities and/or social science courses 9

Total Credits 9

Bachelor of Science supporting
coursework
At least 9 additional credits in natural science, math, or statistics 9

Total Credits 9

Sociology Minor
The department offers a minor in sociology which may be earned by completing
15 credits in sociology including:

SOC 134 Introduction to Sociology 3

Additional 12 credits in Sociology courses 12

9 credits must be 300+

Total Credits 15

At least 9 of the 15 credits must be at the 300 level or higher 6 of these credits
must be taken at Iowa State with a minimal grade of C. 9 credits must stand alone
solely in the minor.

Graduate Study
The department offers work for the degrees master of science and doctor of
philosophy with majors in sociology and rural sociology and minor work for
students majoring in other departments. The department offers concentrations
in a number of areas, e.g., community studies and development; sociology of
families, inequality, food systems, agriculture and environment; methodology;
social change and development; criminology; the economy, organizations and
work; and social psychology. The Department of Sociology does not offer a
nonthesis master’s program.

Graduates have a broad understanding of sociology, address complex societal
problems, and communicate effectively with scientific colleagues and the general
public in both formal and informal settings. They understand sociological theory,
conduct research, and are prepared to educate college students and contribute
to public policy. Although the department stipulates no language requirement for
either the degree master of science or the degree doctor of philosophy, specifying
competence in one or more languages may be desirable in some instances.

The department also participates in the interdepartmental program in
interdepartmental majors in sustainable agriculture, transportation and water
resources, and interdepartmental minors in gerontology.

Course requirements are listed below. Information about examinations, theses
and dissertations, P.O.S. committees and other requirements are available on the
Sociology Department web site.

Ph.D. Core Degree Requirements
Although responsibility for determining the student's course work resides with the
POS committee, the Sociology Department has core courses that must be taken
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by all students. A graduate course taken elsewhere can be substituted for the
Ph.D. core requirements with approval by the Departmental Officer of Graduate
Education (DOGE) in consultation with the faculty.

A minimum of 72 semester credits (including master's degree credits) is required
for graduation.

Required Courses for the Ph.D. Degree

STAT 404 Regression for Social and Behavioral Research 3

SOC 506 Classical Sociological Theory 3

SOC 511 Research Methodology for the Social Sciences 3

SOC 512 Applied Multivariate Statistics for Social and Behavioral
Research

3

SOC 513 Qualitative Research Methods 3

SOC 520 Social Psychology: A Sociological Perspective 3

SOC 534 Race, Class and Gender Inequality 3

SOC 591 Orientation to Sociology 1

SOC 607 Contemporary Sociological Theory 3

SOC 699 Dissertation Research 8

No more than 12 credits of 590 (special topics) may be applied toward the
Ph.D. degree requirements (72 credits).

Ph.D. Minor / Co-Major Requirements
Required Courses for the Ph.D. Minor

SOC 506 Classical Sociological Theory 3

SOC 511 Research Methodology for the Social Sciences 3

SOC 607 Contemporary Sociological Theory 3

One of the following three courses:

SOC 512 Applied Multivariate Statistics for Social and Behavioral
Research

SOC 513 Qualitative Research Methods

SOC 613 Structural Equation Models for Social and Behavioral
Research

And other Sociology courses (at least one of which must be at the 600 level)
for a total of 24 credits in Sociology.

Required Courses for the Ph.D. Co-Major

STAT 404 Regression for Social and Behavioral Research 3

SOC 506 Classical Sociological Theory 3

SOC 511 Research Methodology for the Social Sciences 3

One Course in Advanced Methodology:

SOC 512 Applied Multivariate Statistics for Social and Behavioral
Research

SOC 513 Qualitative Research Methods

SOC 613 Structural Equation Models for Social and Behavioral
Research

One Course in Advanced Sociology

SOC 520 Social Psychology: A Sociological Perspective

SOC 534 Race, Class and Gender Inequality

SOC 591 Orientation to Sociology 1

SOC 607 Contemporary Sociological Theory 3

SOC 699 Dissertation Research 8

Co-Major Requirements for the Graduate Program in Sustainable Agriculture
The Graduate Program in Sustainable Agriculture (GPSA) develops student
competence and expertise in the design, implementation, and evaluation of
sustainable agricultural systems.  The program's curriculum satisfies the formal
requirements for the MS and Ph.D. degrees, as established by the ISU Graduate
College, and fosters transdisciplinary and systems-level thinking. 

The Department does not offer double majors in sociology.
For admission to the co-major program contact the graduate program coordinator.

M.S. Core Degree Requirements
Although responsibility for determining the student's course work resides with
the POS committee, the Sociology Department has core courses that must be
taken by all students.  A graduate course taken elsewhere can be substituted
for the core requirements with approval by the Departmental Officer of Graduate
Education (DOGE) in consultation with the faculty.

Required Courses for the M.S. Degree

STAT 401 Statistical Methods for Research Workers 4

SOC 506 Classical Sociological Theory 3

SOC 511 Research Methodology for the Social Sciences 3

SOC 591 Orientation to Sociology 1

SOC 599 Research for Master's Thesis 6

A minimum of 30 semester credits is required for the M.S. degree.

No more than 6 credits of 590 (special topics) may be applied toward the
M.S. degree requirements (30 credits).

M.S. Minor / Co-Major Requirements
Required Courses for the M.S. Minor

SOC 506 Classical Sociological Theory 3

SOC 511 Research Methodology for the Social Sciences 3

One additional course in sociology, or STAT 401, for a minimum of 9 credits.

Required Courses for the M.S. Co-Major

STAT 401 Statistical Methods for Research Workers 4

SOC 506 Classical Sociological Theory 3

SOC 511 Research Methodology for the Social Sciences 3

Three additional courses in sociology for a total of 19 credits.

The department does not offer double majors in sociology at the graduate
level. Admission requirements to the co-major program are the same as for
the major.

Co-Major Requirements for the Graduate Program in Sustainable Agriculture
The Graduate Program in Sustainable Agriculture (GPSA) develops student
competence and expertise in the design, implementation, and evaluation of
sustainable agricultural systems. The program's curriculum satisfies the formal
requirements for the MS and PhD degrees, as established by the ISU Graduate
College, and fosters transdisciplinary and systems-level thinking.


